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Background 

 
1. Indo-U.S. partnership for innovation  

 
The Washington DC Center of CUTS (CUTS WDC) has been involved in innovation related 
policy issues to drive Indo-U.S. economic and development interests forward.  
 
For India, innovation and entrepreneurship remain critical for increasing productivity, jobs, 
economic growth and development. U.S. interests lie in the market potential and talent pool 
that India can provide to its innovation centric companies. Bilateral initiatives that 
encourage innovation to play a greater role in steering socio-economic development in the 
two countries do exist. Government to government initiatives such as the Indo-U.S. Science 
and Technology Forum (IUSSTF), the United States-India Science & Technology Endowment 
Fund (USISTEF) and Defence Technology and Trade Initiative (DTTI), among others, are 
testimonies to this fact.  In addition, the Indo-U.S. partnership on bilateral as well as Indo-
Pacific fronts is set to deepen all aspects of bilateral relations.  
 
This provides a historic opportunity for economic actors in both the countries to foster 
innovative partnerships to help address some critical knowledges gaps. These gaps include, 
but are not limited to:  
 

(i) Transfer, absorption and incubation of innovation in industry and academia, 
(ii) Channelising dual use technologies acquired through defence collaboration to 

civilian sectors, 
(iii) Structuring a balanced regulatory framework for innovation across sectors to 

ensure higher productivity along with adequate absorption of the labour force, 
and 

(iv) Developing a roadmap for responsible AI 
 

2. The Innovation Route to Development- Indo-U.S. Perspective 
 
To close these knowledge gaps and consolidate learnings for the future, CUTS WDC is also 
putting together a policy volume on important innovations and opportunities & challenges 
towards their uptake. The volume will be an anthology of essays/articles/opinion pieces by 
industry and thought leaders, government and non-government officials and thematic 
experts.  
 

3. The U.S.-India Innovation Round Tables 
 
Going further, there is a need to build on innovation cooperation in energy and 
environment, information and communication technology, emerging technologies and 
digital infrastructure, entrepreneurship and inclusive growth, infrastructure and 
manufacturing and healthcare, among others. Indo-U.S. relations are at a juncture where we  
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must build on the momentum, collaborate more in favourable geo-economic circumstances, 
groundwork done and initiatives taken and come together to advance bilateral relations 
with focus on innovation.  
 
In view of this, the objective of these roundtables is to enhance mutual understanding about 
the role of innovation in major and strategic sectors as well as the pain points towards their 
uptake from policy and regulatory perspective. The sectors in focus include, but are not 
limited to, Defence & Aerospace, Energy and Data & Technology. These are major and 
strategic areas where bilateral cooperation with focus on innovation holds tremendous 
potential.  
 
The U.S. leg of the roundtable was organised  on 30th October at Washington DC and in 
partnership with the U.S.-India Strategic Partnership Forum. The roundtable hosted Harsh 
Vardhan Shringla, Indian Ambassador to the United States, among other eminent speakers 
from both the countries. The report of the roundtable will soon be available on the website 
of CUTS WDC. The India leg of the roundtable is being organised in partnership with U.S. 
India Business Council. 
 
These innovation roundtables are open for representatives from industry, academia and 
civil society, among others. The discussions will be as per the following agenda.    
 

AGENDA 
09:30 – 10:00 Registration  

10:00 – 11:00 Opening Session  
To set the theme of  roundtable with remarks from relevant government 
representative/s, USIBC and Secretary General, CUTS International 

11:00 – 12:15  Bridging innovation gaps in defence & aerospace, data & technology 
and energy with innovative private sector partnerships   

 Sectors in focus include, but are not limited to, Defence & Aerospace, 
Data & Technology, and Energy  
 
Some of the common questions for discussions could be as follows:  

 Key innovations in each of these areas and their use cases in 
Indian and American context  

 Likely impact of such innovation on prosperity in the Indian 
context and for firms in both the countries 

 Identifying solutions to overcome policy/regulatory bottlenecks 
towards spurring and absorbing innovations in the three areas in 
India 

12:15 – 12:30 Open Floor 

12:30 – 12:45 Closing and Vote of Thanks 

12:45 – 13:30 Lunch 
 

http://cuts-wdc.org/pdf/agenda-roundtable-fostering-indous-innovation-cooperation-for-mutual-prosperity-oct30-2019.pdf

